years-provide an important record of how New England journalists, students, and lecture audiences responded to Whitman. In the 1880s, when the poet's creative powers were waning, the Boston suppression controversy and the later promotional efforts of Garland and his friends kept Whitman's name constantly before the New England public. The attention given to Whitman no doubt helped him win the interest and respect of the Harvard poets (particularly George Cabot Lodge, William Vaughn Moody, and to some extent George Santayana), who were the first American poets to make significant use of Whitman's example. It is with profound sorrow that I read in the papers the news that you are again suffering from your old trouble. 1 I trust it is not so serious as reported. My regard for you is so great that I am very sorry, not to be able to buy more copies of your books and thus give a more substantial token of sympathy.
Texas A&M University Louisiana State University in Shreveport
I am an enthusiastic reader of your books, both volumes of which I have within reach of hand. 2 I am, everywhere in my teaching and writing, making your claims felt and shall continue to do SO. 3 I have demonstrated (what of course you know) that there is no veil-no impediment -between your mind and your audience, when your writings-are voiced. The formlessness is only seeming not real. I have never read a page of your poetry, or quoted a line, that has not commanded admiration. The music is there and the grandeur of thought is there, if the reader reads, guided by the sense and not by the external lining or paragraphing. Even very young pupils feel the thrill of the deep rolling music though the thought may be too profound for them to grasp.
In a course of lectures before the Boston School of Oratory last summer I made a test of the matter. 4 I do not think a single pupil held out against my arguments supplemented by readings from your work. The trouble i~ they got at your work through the daily press or through the defenders of Longfellow or Tennyson (whom it is supposed you utterly antagonize).5 When it is brought to them by one who appreciates and measurably understands your methods and ideals I do-not think there is any doubt of the favorable result. I have found much opposition but it was mostly ignorant or misled.
I am a young man of very ordinary attainments and do not presume to do more than to give you a glimpse of the temper of that public which would not do you wrong, deliberately, but who by reason of the causes hinted at above, fail to get at the transcendent power of Leaves of Grass.
If I have given you the impression that I believe in you and strive to interpret you, you will not feel that I have over-stepped the privileges of a pupil in the presence of a great teacher.
The enclosed slip is a meagre out-line ofa volume which I am writing and which I hope to get out this coming spring. As the motto-page of this volume I have used a paragraph from your "Collect" which is entitled "Foundation Stages-then Others."6 While it is not strictly essential to the book, yet I should esteem it a favor if you would consent to its use. One sentence, "In nothing is there more Evolution than in the American mind, " I have also used in company with Spencer's great law of progress upon my title page. 7 It helped to decide the title, which is: The Evolution of American Thought: an outline study of the leading phases of American Literature etc. In the latter part of the volume I have treated of the Age of Democracy and its thought, taking as foundation the splendid utterances of M. Taine upon the modem age. It is in this chapter that I place your work. 8 I quote from you quite largely both in treating of your writings and in treating the general theme of present and future democratic ideals. I hope to be able to please you with my treatment of your great work. Beside this I am preparing special lectures upon the same subject.
Have you any objection to the quotations which I find it necessary to use? In conclusion let me say that without any bias in your favor, (rather the opposite from newspapers) your poems thrilled me, reversed many of my ideas, confirmed me in others, helped to make me what I am. I am a border man; born in Wisconsin and raised on the prairie frontier. I am a disciple of Mr. Spencer and therefore strive at comparative methods of criticism. That your poems should thus convert me, is to me a revelation of their power, especially when I can convince others in the same manner.
And now revered friend (for I feel you are a friend) think of me as one who radiates the principles of the modern age, and who will in his best manner (poor at best) strive to make his hearers and readers better aware of the goodness and grandeur of the "Good Grey Poet" and his elemental lines.
Your readers are increasing, and may you live to see the circle infinitely extended, is my fervent hope. I do not expect a reply to this other than the signification whether I may quote you or not. I wish I might see and talk with you but that is not possibleexcept through your volumes.
I am most sincerely yours, Hamlin Garland. writes to you in a depressed mood many times, saying that he finds a "solid line of enemies" (I think those were his words). This is not true of my experience. I am often astonished at finding so many friends and sympathizers in your work and cause. In my teaching and lecturing I find no difficulty in getting converts to the new doctrine and find your poems nearly irresistible in effect. True they do not always agree that they are "poems" though acknowledging their power and beauty. I do no~ care what they call the~ (I say to them) and receive their allegiance just the same. I hope to do much in the way of reading and lecturing to bring your work before the people and it would give me pleasure to know you consider my work valuable. I am just now delivering a course oflectures in the city on "The Literature of Democracy" concerning which I enclose a couple of slips. 2 In these I am trying to analyze certain tendencies of American life somewhat in accordance with the principles you have taught. How successful I may be remains to be seen.-I have not seen Mr. Kennedy for some months, he is so busy these days, but I had a characteristic letter from him a few days ago.
I have the greatest hope of seeing you some day and to talk with you upon these matters face to face. Let me assure you again that there is everywhere a growing respect and love for you and a growing appreciation of your poems. The papers no longer ridicule or even condemn unreservedly. An acquaintance among the younger literary editors of the city warrants me in saying that there is much more sympathy and appreciation among them than our friend Kennedy realizes. There is great gain.
It would give me great pleasure to hear from you if you are able to write. With greatest love and esteem, Hamlin Garland. I began a course of twelve class lectures in Waltham yesterday in which I take up "Walt Whitman's Message."l I never have any difficulty in obtaining respectful listeners upon that tl~eme. I hope to speak many times upon it. I had a very friendly letter from Mr. Burroughs -2 I am sorry I did not see him as I came through. 3 I want to say also that I did not write that little notice of your book in Transcn'pt. 4 I am waiting till you send that autograph copy -then I will write a goodly review for Transcript or elsewhere. 5 -1 have not seen Kennedy since returning-nor Baxter. 6 Hope to do so soon. At earliest possible moment I intend to get that article into shape concerning your work as a landscapist. 7 I do hope you'll keep gaining in strength -as Burroughs worte me you were.
With greatest esteem,

Hamlin Garland
Little is known about Garland's class lectures in Waltham, though he probably based his talks either on his teaching notes from the Boston School of Oratory or on this writings about the poet in "The Evolution of American Thought." 2 The naturalist John Burroughs (1837-1921), author of Notes on Walt Whitman as Poet and Person (1867); had written to Garland on 16 October 1888: "I am very glad to see the rising men like you espousing Whitman's career. I congratulate you. It is a battle for the young to win. When I was younger & the odds were much greater than they are now I took a hand in, but I look upon the matter more dispassionately now, I feel more inclined to let things take their own course, which means I suppose that I am getting old" (Hamlin Garland Papers, USC).
3 Garland had visited Whitman in Camden on 26 September 1888, and had stayed for half an hour after being instructed by Whitman's doctor to stay only two minutes. For Whitman's ac- Transcript, 17 October 1888, p. 5. He noted that some of the poems reveal Whitman's "full power" but others "show marks of the advancing lethargy of age." 5 On 15 November 1888-less than a month after Kennedy reviewed November BoughsGarland also reviewed this book for the Boston Evening Transcript in "Whitman's 'November Boughs,'" p. 6, praising the poet's gift for titles and his calm, patient, and philosophical outlook. He concluded his review with both praise and a call for material assistance for the poet: "We should hasten to do him honor while he is with us. Praise too often builds monuments when it should buy bread; furnishes tombstones when it should warm houses." 6 Sylvester Baxter (1850-1927), a publicist and author (The Cruise of a Land-Yacht [18911 Old Marblehead [1906] , The Unseen House [1917] were friends in the beginning, and never foes, because he had strong convictions too, and they were flatteringly like mine. When we first met ... there was nothing but common ground between tis, and our convictions played over it together as freely and affectionately as if they had 3 Howells resided in Little Nahant during the summer of1888; in November he returned to New York.
Letter 5
MS: 3 pp., also Pbd: Traubel, 3:67.
Dear Mr. Whitman: Jamaica Plain, Nov. 9/88.
I talked last night to my Waltham class (offorty ladies) about your work and read to them. I wish you could have seen how deeply attentive they were and how moved by "Out of the Cradle" "To Think of Time" "Sparkles from the Wheel" and others. Many of them will now read your works carefully and understandingly. I told them to come at you through Specimen Days. I always advise my pupils so. Mter reading your prose they are better prepared to sympathize with your poetic views. I am much pleased with November Boughs and expect to do quite a good review soon. Mr. Clement of the 'Transcript is a personal friend and is quite kindly disposed toward your work.l Indeed, all the leading men on the Transcn'pt are. -Baxter is away. Kennedy I have not seen. Chamberlain is in the library as usual. 2 I think I told you of the good letter I had from Burroughs.
I hope Mr. Howells will succeed in doing something for November Boughs in December number it is such a great number usually.
It rejoices me to think you are gaining. I hope the winter will not be too severe for you -though I believe you stand the cold better than the heat. I hope to hear a word from you occasionally. Very sincerelyHamlin Garland I have words occasionally from you and it gives me great pleasure to know you are so comfortable.-I get a card from Kennedy semi-occasionally, he seems to be very busy. I passed a pleasant evening with Mrs. Louise Chandler Moulton, the present week, and we had some considerable talk of you. 2 She is an appreciative admirer of your work and prizes the chat she had with you last year. She writes a literary letter to the Herald each Sunday and gets in a telling touch once in a while on your work. She is a very charming and able woman. Your stalwart supporter Judge Chamberlain of the Public Library, I see frequently, a very thoughtful and fearlessly out-spoken man. He does some valuable historical lecturing and often says some inspiringly good things about our artificiality in poetry and the drama.
I wonder ifit ever occurred to you that our novel and drama is now slowly changing base, coming around to the "idealization of the real." The whole out-look to me is full of hope. I think I see in what our aristocratic friends are pleased to call "vulgarity in fiction and the drama," the sure sign of the native indigenous literature we have waited for. If! could ever get to see you I should take pleasure in enlarging upon this. [? April 3, 1889] I saw lately that you were not so well-but hope it is a newspaper report merely and that you are continuing to gain. I saw Mrs. Dr. Spaulding recently. 1 She is doing all she can for the acceptance of L. of G. -By the way I found a lover where I least expected it, in Mr. Hezekiah Butterworth of the Youth's Companion, who said when I encited him to hear me lecture upon your work, "I shall come by all means. I think Whitman one of the greatest if not the greatest of our American poets."2 He is not afraid of your work but wishes some ofit were left out ofit, for a popular volume. He would think it all right in itself I presume-Mrs. Moulton has gone south for a month. Returns in May. I hope she may be able to see you before she sails for Eng-land in June. -Kennedy I never see now. Don't know what he is doing. I should like to see him very much. I am digging away in a way to earn a living. I gave two evenings to your work before my class at New England Conservatory. My class is composed of about fifty bright young girls studying music. You see I am not afraid to carry your word to anyone. To me there is not a line that has a downward tendency. Still I recognize the fact that to many people" A woman waits for me" is wholly inadmissible, and I know that the rest of the book is a sealed book to them -perhaps it would be anyway-there's consolation there~3 I shall have Specimen Days in my class during spring term.
